Here in Verona, each residence has two water meters. One is connected to the
home and subject to a sewage fee. The other is connected to the irrigation system
and is not charged that fee by Hillsborough County. Ever since we moved into our
home almost 7 years ago and our first water bill was over $200, | check and record
the water meter readings every Saturday to make sure the monthly bill matches
what | have, plus or minus a few days’ usage. Monitoring water meters like this has
prevented some big surprises because leaks, incorrect settings, lack of irrigation
due to the ground-fault interrupter that tripped during a storm, etc. can be spotted
within a week instead of waiting a month for the bill to come.

Our water meters are underground along the road in the black hard-plastic boxes.
The lids are rather heavy to withstand damage if a vehicle drives over them. If they
are kept clean and free of debris, lids are relatively easy to lift off to gain access to
the meters. Each individual meter has a hinged lid that is generally kept open and
may have hand-written white letters on them that say IRR for irrigation or DOM for
the house.

The dials are protected by a clear plastic lens cover that scratches very easily, so it
should be cleaned off using a squirt bottle. Rubbing the dirt off that plastic lens
too many times will severely scratch it to the point you will no longer be able to
read the numbers. So, take care to clean it off gently.

The readings have 4 white background numbers followed by 3 black and represent
gallons. Our current irrigation reading is 0778610 which means we’ve used 778,610
gallons since moving in. The water bill would show this reading as 7786 units, each
unit equals 100 gallons. On my tracking sheet | would record this as 7786.1 units.
To know what a unit of water costs, divide your total water bill by the total number
of units consumed. Our last bill was $154.95 divided by 176 units or 88 cents per
unit. When we irrigate, we use about 16.5 units, so it costs about $14.50 to water
each time right now.



| have seen that the number of units it takes to irrigate will fluctuate a little. That’s
probably due to the water line pressure changes as other homes in the area are
watering, showering, flushing toilets, etc. | have run flow tests on each zone and
calculated what it should take to water, but it always takes less than calculated
because the flow test was conducted during the day when nobody was watering.

If you decide to check your water meters, please be aware that wildlife may
surprise you when you lift the lid. | have little frogs inside mine that hop all over
the place until they find a hiding spot. On a rare occasion | have encountered small
snakes inside one of the boxes in this neighborhood. Just look around a little
before reaching into the box. That’s where the spray water bottle comes in handy.

Here is a copy of my Saturday meter reading tracking sheet for the past few
months showing my cost of irrigation:

To help keep my meters readable, | removed a bucket full of dirt from inside the
box and replaced it with white stones:






